COURSE DESCRIPTION

	
Course/training name
	ENGLISH FOR INTERMEDIATES

	
Host Institution(s)
	University of Craiova, Craiova, Romania

	Co-organising Institution(s) (if applicable)
	
D.A. Tsenov Academy of Economics from Svishtov, Bulgaria

	Name and faculty of the lecturer(s)/trainer(s)
	
Prof.                    /Department of ...

	Name of the faculty member who will accompany the Bulgarian students in Romania
	
Prof.                    /Department of ...

	Mode of delivery
	Hybrid (online and on campus)

	Location (if applicable)
	Craiova, Romania

	Dates of the online component (if applicable)
	From xxxx 2026
to xxxx 2026

	Dates of the on-site component (if applicable)
	From xxxx 2026
to xxxx 2026

	
Cost
	None: Selected participants will benefit from the project ROB grant provided by their home university. 

	
Target audience(s)
	☒ Bachelor’s ☒ Master's ☒ PhD


	Language(s) of instruction
	English/Bulgarian/Romanian

	Keywords
	Vocabulary, conversation, grammar, communication, English
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Abstract
	Communication is a common challenge in the ROBG cross-border area. Not enough people from the old generations speak English. It is necessary to improve students’ and graduates’ English skills not only for communication during this project but also because the economic environment and area development require it. 
Experts from the University of Craiova will organise a joint English course for intermediates (80 hours). Twenty participants from Romania and Bulgaria will be enrolled in this course (10 from Romania, 10 from Bulgaria). At the end of the course, participants will receive certificates in the framework of this project, in partnership with the University of Craiova and the D.A. Tsenov Academy of Economics. The academics involved in the teaching process will be from both universities. At the end of this course, participants will have three days of in-person learning in Craiova. This time will be used for conversation in EN and evaluation. The rest of the classes will be online.
This course combines theoretical lectures with practical activities in real-world contexts to develop students’ English-language skills. Students will learn how to develop a conversation in English on different topics. The course leads students to design questions and answers that are applied correctly. The student will be able to understand and address environmental energy sustainability issues in sustainable, resilient, adaptive, and conscious lighting design, with a view to identifying strategic solutions that aim to mitigate climate change.
 This course will offer students from DATsenovAE the opportunity to test and use the new infrastructure that will be created for them. 




	







Programme / session(s)’
schedule
	· Virtual mobility: 56 hours consisting of virtual live lectures every Friday and Saturday from the xxth of January 2026 to the xx th March 2026 at h. 2-6 pm. The course explores the fundamentals of English, with a focus on conversation.
Proposed topics:
1. Professional Networking in Green Industries (4h)
· Building relationships and networking strategies in the sustainability and energy sectors.
· Grammar focus: present perfect for networking experience.
2. Sustainable Careers: Interviews & Growth (4h)
· Answering interview questions and planning careers in energy, lighting and healthy lifestyles.
· Grammar focus: indirect questions for interviews
3. Intercultural Teamwork and Collaboration (4h)
· Exploring strategies for effective teamwork in multicultural environments, understanding diverse perspectives, and resolving misunderstandings.
· Grammar focus: modal verbs for politeness and suggestions.
4. Global Sustainability: Cross-Cultural Communication (4h)
· Understanding cultural differences in specific sensitive contexts
· Grammar focus: comparatives and superlatives for cultural differences.
5. Environmental Business Correspondence (4h)
· Writing clear, professional messages about sustainability, energy, and lighting design.
· Grammar focus: expressions for agreement/disagreement using linking words.
6. Participating in Eco-focused Meetings (4h)
· Expressing opinions, agreeing/disagreeing, and taking minutes in meetings on sustainable solutions.
· Grammar focus: expressions for agreement/disagreement using linking words.
7. Managing Complaints and Conversations in Green Workplaces (4h)
· Managing conflicts and giving feedback in sustainability and sports-based environments.
· Grammar focus: passive voice for handling complaints.
8. Negotiation and Persuasion for Sustainable Solutions (4h)
· Language for negotiating terms and persuading others in environmental initiatives.
· Grammar focus: conditionals for negotiation.
9. Problem Solving in Climate Change Contexts (4h)
· Discussing solutions, evaluating options, and making recommendations for climate mitigation.
· Grammar focus: language for speculation using modals
10. Using Technology for Sustainable Solutions (4h)
· Communicating via digital platforms and understanding IT vocabulary in green industries.
· Grammar Focus: future forms (will / going to) for tech plans.
11. Entrepreneurship and Innovation in Sustainable Sectors (4h)
· Exploring language for starting green businesses, sustainable ideas, and fostering innovation in environmental sectors.
· Grammar focus: gerunds and infinitives for business ideas.
12. Innovation in Smart Cities and Green Infrastructure (4h)
· Communicating ideas about urban sustainability, bright lighting, and adaptive public spaces. 
· Grammar focus: relative clauses to describe features.

13. Labour Market Trends and Employability Skills (4h)
· Current job trends, key skills, and career options in environmental energy, sustainable lighting design, and healthy lifestyle fields.
· Grammar focus: comparatives for job trends.
14. Lifelong Learning and Professional Development (4h)
· Pursuing ongoing educational opportunities, obtaining relevant certifications, and maintaining current knowledge of developments within the environmental, energy, and healthy lifestyle sectors.
· Grammar focus: present perfect continuous for ongoing learning

Physical mobility: in Craiova from the xxth of April 2026 to the xxth of April 2026 (24 hours consisting of in-person activities carried out for 3 days). The course develops the English communicative competence of intermediate university students for the modern labour market. Emphasis is placed on the practical use of English—speaking, listening, reading, and writing—through real-world tasks in sustainability, energy, lighting design, climate change, and healthy lifestyles. Students will practice using English in professional contexts, including networking, meetings, presentations, negotiations, and digital communication. The course also builds intercultural awareness and equips students with the language skills needed to succeed in diverse, international, and sustainability-focused workplaces. 
Proposed topics:
1. Environmental Policy and Legislation Communication (4h)
· Understanding and discussing laws, regulations, and policies related to sustainability and energy.
· Grammar focus: passive voice for describing laws and regulations.
2. Public Speaking for Environmental Advocacy (4h)
· Developing confidence and clarity in delivering speeches and presentations on green topics.
· Grammar focus: modal verbs for expressing opinions and suggestions.
3. Media Literacy and Environmental Journalism (4h)
· Analysing and creating news articles, press releases, and social media content on sustainability.
· Grammar focus: reported speech for quoting sources.
4. Teamwork and Leadership in Green Projects (4h)
· Collaborating effectively, delegating tasks, and motivating teams in sustainability initiatives.
· Grammar focus: modal verbs for giving instructions and expressing obligation.
5. Sustainable Marketing and Branding (2h)
· Communicating the value of eco-friendly products and services to diverse audiences.
· Grammar focus: persuasive language with adjectives and intensifiers.
6. Community Engagement and Outreach (4h)
· Strategies for involving communities in environmental and healthy lifestyle projects.
· Grammar focus: imperatives and invitations for calls to action.
7. Critical Thinking and Ethical Decision-Making (2h)
· Evaluating information, identifying biases, and making ethical choices in professional and environmental contexts.
· Grammar focus: conditional sentences for hypothetical and ethical scenarios.
The last three days of the course (in person) will be dedicated to intensive conversations and to building stronger connections among participants. Over the last three days, after classes, the participants will visit the historical centre of Craiova, museums, and parks by electric bike. It will be an opportunity for them to use their EN skills and interact with each other and others. 
At the end of this course, participants will be evaluated and asked to complete questionnaires to assess their satisfaction. 
A QR code will be provided to the participants with the link to this questionnaire.

	



Developed skills and competencies
	· Practical Use of English: Confident speaking, listening, reading, and writing in real-world professional and sustainability contexts.
· Cross-Cultural and Intercultural Communication: Adapting language and style for diverse, international, and multicultural environments.
· Digital Literacy: Communicating via digital platforms and understanding IT vocabulary relevant to sustainability.
· Critical Thinking and Ethical Decision-Making: Evaluating information, identifying biases, and making responsible choices.
· Teamwork and Leadership: Collaborating effectively in group projects and sustainability initiatives.
· Community Engagement: Engaging with communities and stakeholders in environmental and healthy lifestyle projects.

	




Objectives and learning outcomes
	Objectives
· to develop students’ ability to communicate confidently and effectively in a range of professional situations using English;
· to strengthen grammar and writing skills for precise, accurate, and professional correspondence;
· to enhance students’ competence in participating in meetings, presentations, negotiations, and problem-solving discussions related to sustainability and the labour market;
· to foster adaptability in cross-cultural communication and digital workplace interactions;
· to build critical thinking, ethical decision-making, and teamwork skills in sustainability-focused contexts.

Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
· Communicate clearly and appropriately in English in professional and sustainability-related contexts;
· Write effective business correspondence;
· Participate actively in meetings, negotiations, and group discussions, expressing opinions and summarising key points;
· Show intercultural awareness and adjust communication for international settings;
· Use digital platforms and IT vocabulary for professional communication.
· Apply critical thinking and ethical reasoning to workplace scenarios.
· Collaborate effectively in teams and lead group projects in the sustainability and healthy lifestyle sectors;
· Prepare for job interviews and career development in green industries.

	Assessment methods and criteria (if applicable)
	Oral and written tests on the main topics covered.
· Role-plays and Simulations: Students participate in networking, meetings, negotiations, and handling complaints through realistic scenarios to demonstrate communicative competence.
· Written Assignments: Learners write business emails, proposals, reports, and meeting minutes to show mastery of professional writing.
· Oral Presentations: Students present data, project plans, or career goals, practising clear structure and effective delivery.
· Group Discussions: Participation in group problem-solving, decision-making, and cross-cultural exchanges is observed and evaluated.
· Digital Tasks: Assignments using digital platforms (e.g., composing emails, participating in online meetings, troubleshooting IT issues) to assess technology-related communication.

	Type of certification issued upon attendance or completion
	Certificate of participation
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