SUMMER SCHOOL DESCRIPTION

	
Course/training name
	Culture and art in the cross-border area

	
Host Institution(s)
	University of Craiova, Craiova, Romania

	Co-organising Institution(s) (if applicable)
	
D.A. Tsenov Academy of Economics from Svishtov, Bulgaria

	Name and faculty of the lecturer(s)/trainer(s)
	
  Prof. Mardale Adriana-Gabriela / Department of Theology, Sacred Art

	Name of the faculty member who will accompany the Bulgarian students in Romania
	
  Prof. Bădescu Alexandrina /
 Department of Theology, Sacred Art

	Mode of delivery
	Physical format (on campus); online only for orientation

	Location (if applicable)
	Craiova, Romania

	Dates of the online component (if applicable)
	Only for orientation, before summer school

	Dates of the on-site component (if applicable)
	From 13.07.2026
to 17.07.2026

	
Cost
	None: Selected participants will benefit from the support of the project ROB grant provided by their home university. 

	
Target audience(s)
	☒ Bachelor’s ☒ Master's ☒ PhD 


	Language(s) of instruction
	English

	Keywords
	Art, Culture, Spirituality, Reconditioning of cult objects, Cross-border area














[image: ]


	














Abstract
	This summer school will be a joint intensive course (5 days of teaching activities, 40 hours, diplomas of attendance in the framework of this project) organised in Craiova by experts in culture and art, with participation from UCV and DATsenovAE students. This summer school will be in person and will have a significant practical feature. The teaching process will be conducted in English.
The topics addressed will cover the fundamental elements of conservation and restoration, including the history of art, spirituality, and the cultural heritage developed around various places of worship. Students will become familiar with essential concepts and practical approaches used in the restoration of religious objects.
Throughout the program, participants will learn techniques for restoring icons, paintings, books, and wooden supports, and will also acquire specific skills in the visual arts, particularly painting. These activities will be conducted in English by experts from the Faculty of Theology, specialising in Sacred Art.
At the end of this summer school, students will receive certificates of participation as part of this project.
At the end of every day, after teaching activities, the participants will take part in extracurricular activities: they will visit the historical centre of Craiova, visit the parks, and use electric bikes.
At the end of this intensive course (summer school), all participants will be evaluated and asked to complete questionnaires to assess their satisfaction. A QR code will be provided to the participants with the link to this questionnaire.




	







Programme / session(s)’
schedule
	Physical mobility: in Craiova from the 13th of June 2026 to the 17th of June 2026 (40 hours). The summer school covers five days. 
Proposed topics:
1. Introduction to the Field of Cultural Heritage Conservation–Restoration
On the first day, introductory topics in the conservation–restoration of movable cultural heritage will be presented and reinforced through practical activities and thematic visits: a visit to the Museum of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology, where participants will see both icons that have undergone restoration procedures and icons that have not yet entered the restoration process; a visit to the “Saint Nicodim” Research Centre in Craiova, where a painting executed in the a secco technique can be viewed and the stages of its creation will be explained to the participants; as well as the screening of a documentary film on the restoration process of icons painted in tempera on wooden panels.
During these activities, participants will become familiar with the main concepts of conservation–restoration and with the specific terminology used in the field. In the afternoon, a visit to the Museum of Art is scheduled, followed by a walk in “Nicolae Romanescu” Park, both being important and representative landmarks of the municipality of Craiova.
2. Creative workshop – Decorative glass art
On the second day of the Summer School, a creative workshop will take place, using mixed techniques on glass, where participants will have the opportunity to express themselves artistically on decorative themes suggested by the coordinating professors. In the afternoon, a visit to Casa Băniei, the Ethnography section of the Oltenia Museum, is scheduled.

3. Cultural Heritage Restoration: Processes and Techniques for Objects with Diverse Materiality
On the third day of the Summer School, participants will watch several projections/PowerPoint presentations showcasing the stages of restoration for cultural objects with different material compositions: wooden icons, glass icons, old books, and oil paintings on canvas. In the afternoon, a visit will be made to representative religious sites in the municipality of Craiova: the “Madona Dudu” Church and the “Saint Demetrius” Cathedral.
4. Creative Workshop: Inner Landscapes – A Journey Through One’s Own Imagination
On the fourth day, creative workshops are scheduled, during which participants are invited to express themselves freely and explore their imagination on themes inspired by creativity, working on canvas. In the afternoon, a visit to the Old Town of Craiova and to the city’s main cultural landmarks is planned.
5. Creative Workshops on Glass and Canvas
On the fifth day, participants will continue and finalise the works they began during the creative workshops, and the completed pieces will be exhibited in a curated exhibition at the “Saint Nicodim” Museum of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology in Craiova. In the afternoon, participants will visit the Botanical Garden in Craiova.
The evenings of the summer school will be dedicated to extracurricular/non-formal activities and to create better connections between participants. The participants will visit the historical centre of Craiova, museums, churches, and libraries; they will also see the parks by electric bike. It will be an opportunity for them to use their EN skills and interact with each other and others. 
At the end of this course, participants will be evaluated and asked to complete questionnaires to assess their satisfaction. 
A QR code will be provided to the participants with the link to this questionnaire.

	

Developed skills and competencies
	· reconditioning paintings, icons and wood supports
· creative skills in painting on canvas and painting on glass 
· art, culture and religions in the cross-border area

	
Objectives and learning outcomes
	· Acquire skills to follow the main stages of conservation and restoration, including the documentation, analysis, intervention and evaluation of restored objects.
· Acquire knowledge of the importance of cultural and religious heritage, understanding its historical, artistic and spiritual value within different communities and places of worship.
· Ability to analyse, organise, and implement restoration activities, applying appropriate techniques for icons, paintings, books, wooden supports, glass, textiles and metal objects.
· Learn tools and methods for designing and conducting creative, practical workshops, including painting on canvas and glass.

	Assessment methods and criteria (if applicable)
	
· Continuous assessment during practical workshops, based on students’ participation, engagement, and ability to apply conservation and restoration techniques.
· Observation of practical skills, including precision, creativity, adherence to methodological steps, and correct use of tools and materials.
· Evaluation of individual and group activities, such as creative tasks (painting on canvas, painting on glass) and involvement in restoration-related exercises.
· Final reflective questionnaire, assessing students’ understanding of the concepts introduced, their satisfaction with the learning experience, and their ability to self-evaluate their progress.

	Type of certification issued upon attendance or completion
	Certificate of participation



image1.png
Co-funded by Project name: “PROMoting IncluSivE and Quality Education through
lnterreg - the European Union o Cendnis e

Romania - Bulgaria




