SUMMER SCHOOL DESCRIPTION

	
Summer school name
	Small business ideas in optics technology

	
Host Institution(s)
	University of Craiova, Craiova, Romania

	Co-organising Institution(s) (if applicable)
	
D.A. Tsenov Academy of Economics from Svishtov, Bulgaria

	Name and faculty of the lecturer(s)/trainer(s)
	
Assoc.Prof. Mariana Osiac               /Department of Physics

	Name of the faculty who will acompagn Bulgarian students in Romania
	
Lect. Mihaela Udristioiu/Department of Physics
Assoc. Prof. Mariana Osiac/Department of Physics

	Mode of delivery
	Physics (on campus); online only for orientation

	Location (if applicable)
	Craiova, Romania

	Dates of the online component (if applicable)
	Only for orientation, before summer school

	Dates of the on-site component (if applicable)
	From September 14, 2026
to September 18, 2026

	
Cost
	None: Selected participants will benefit from the support of the project ROB grant provided by their home university. 

	
Target audience(s)
	☒ Bachelor’s ☒ Master's ☒ PhD 


	Language(s) of instruction
	English

	Keywords
	Optics, optometry, small businesses, vision issues, eyesight
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Abstract
	This summer school will be a joint intensive course in English (5 days of activities, 40 hours, diplomas of attendance in the framework of this project) organised in Craiova, with UCV and DATsenovAE students' participation. This summer school will be in person and will have an important practical feature. All 3 partners will contribute in the organisation process.
The pandemic affected the eyesight of everyone who worked online, especially children, pupils and students. Vision is how most information reaches the brain. From this perspective, an intensive course focused on vision problems would encourage undergraduate students to continue their education and possibly start a small business in optics technology field. This summer school will draw the attention of the general public to the importance of vision for health by allowing students to practice (screening and fitting lenses on spectacle frames) for students/people from disadvantaged backgrounds. A small awarness campaign will be organised too.
During the summer school, entrepreneurs who have a business in optics and optometry will be invited to talk about how they have built a business and the challenges they have encountered. It encourages students to continue their studies in Optics and Optometry and later to create a small business in this field.
The intensive course (summer school) is addressed to students and will have an important practical component, in the optometry laboratory, to make students understand the specifics of this field.
The equipment purchased under ROBG-176 (there will be complementarity with the ROBG-176 project) will be used in the summer school.
At the end of every day, after teaching activities, the participants will have the chance to visit the historical centre of Craiova city, and see the parcs using the electric bikes. At the end of the summer school, the participants will fill out questionnaires to evaluate participants' satisfaction. QR code will be provided to the participants with the link of this questionnaire.




	







Programme / session(s)’
schedule
	Physical mobility: in Craiova from the xxth of September 2026 to the xxth of September 2026 (40 hours).The summer school covers five days . 
Proposed topics:
Day 1: What do you mean a business in Optics and Optometry?
An entrepreneur will be invited to describe how is organised a business in this field and students will visit a small firm in Optics and Optometry, will discuss about the relation with lens and frame suppliers.
Day 2: About different type of lens, the physics behind glasses
Student will make measurements in laboratory about convergence of a lens, lenses association, polarisation, will be familiarized with the equipment from the Optometry lab (lensmeter, autokeratorefractometer, sinoptophor)
Day 3: The eye as a system of lenses
Students will learn about eye and refractive errors. After this step, students will make measurements at autokeratorefractometer, lenses and optotip
Day 4: How to make a pair of glasses
Students will learn the procedure of making glasses. An optometrist will be invited to help making glasses. 
Day 5: How to communicate with a client in Optics and optometry cabinet?
Students will learn about differnt types of clients, how to approach each type, how to help a customer to choose a proper frame for own face and refractive eror.
The evenings of the summer school will be dedicated to extracurricular/non-formal activities and to create better connections between participants. The participants will visit the historical centre of Craiova city, museums, churches, libraries, exhibitions, will see the parcs by electric bikes. It will be an opportunity for them to use their EN skills and to interact each other and with other people. 
At the end of this course, the participants will be evaluated and fill out questionnaires to evaluate participants' satisfaction. 
QR code will be provided to the participants with the link of this questionnaire.

	

Developed skills and competences
	· in using equipment for screening and making eye glasses
· small bussinesses in medical optometry and optics
· Communication with differnt types of clients

	
Objectives and learning outcomes
	· Acquire skills to follow a career in optics and optometry
· Acquire knowledge of the importance of good sight and how to protect in a world where blue screens are used an important number of hours per day
· Ability to analyse how is organised a business in optics and optometry
· Learn tools and methods to measure refractive erors, to check lenses on an old pair of glasses, to make a new pair of glasses

	Assessment methods and criteria (if applicable)
	Students will be able to make measurements about refractive errors make a pair of glasses

	Type of certification issued upon attendance or completion
	Certificate of participation
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